6-Traits Rubrics: Checklist Format
Taken from Spandel, V. (2005) Creating Writers Through 6-Traits Writing Assessment and Instruction

Persuasive Writing
Score 0-4

Must have at least 3 for each criterion to meet the standard

Checklist for Persuasive Writing 

_____
The writing takes the reader on a journey of understanding through an issue or set of issues.

_____
The writer makes his or her position clear from the outset and sticks with that position.

_____
The writer’s main position (argument) is supported by evidence: fact, statistics, studies, quotations from experts, personal observations and conclusions.

_____
The writer does not rely on opinion as evidence (e.g., this is true because I think so)
_____
The writer cites multiple reliable sources t make an argument convincing.

_____
The paper summarizes clearly, fairly, and thoroughly any opposing points of view and addresses these in a clear and convincing manner.

_____
The writer’s voice is strong, confident, and compelling—but not angry, hysterical, overbearing, or sarcastic.

_____
Usually, the writer saves the strongest argument (or piece of evidence) for last, where it has maximum impact.

_____
The writer leads the reader to a conclusion that seems all but inevitable given the evidence presented and lays that conclusion out clearly.

_____
At the end, if the paper has been successful the reader understands the issues thoroughly and feels prepared to take his or her own position. 
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